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OBJECTIVES

NEXT

Using the existing scanning guide, domain 
map, and scenario frames of reference — 
partner with the USFS team to augment an 
existing database of scan hits using a 
common architecture and tagging system. 

Continued Scanning Source Identification
Develop a set of sources to monitor in 
support of ongoing horizon scanning and 
foresight communications efforts within the 
USFS.  Describe, organize and prioritize 
these future sources of content.

Set up an ongoing horizon scanning system on the future of forestry for the USFS.



OVERALL PROCESS
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SCAN HITS CONTENT MGMT SOURCE RANKING CUSTOM SEARCH



SCANNING
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InvestigateIsolate Abstract Sort & Document

TITLE URL TAGS COMMENT

Monsanto Nets First 
CRISPR License to Modify 
Crops--with Key 
Restrictions

http://www.scientificamerican.com/
article/monsanto-nets-first-crispr-
license-to-modify-crops-with-key-
restrictions/

horizon 2, technology, 
genetic  engineering, 
CRISPR

"Agriculture giant Monsanto has licensed 
CRISPR-Cas9 genome-editing technology 
from the Broad Institute for use in seed 
development, the company announced on 
Thursday, a step that will likely accelerate and 
simplify the creation of crops that are resistant 
to drought or have consumer-pleasing 
properties such as soybean oil with fats as 
healthy as those in olive oil."

…
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Source Value Rating (1-7 scale)

• Horizons covered?

• Number of hits? 

• Scanners sourcing?

• Likelihood of producing additional hits?

• Relevance to domain?

InvestigateIsolate Abstract Sort & Document
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• [base URL]/about

• www.google.com/search?q=[base URL]&sitesearch=wikipedia.org&btnI

• CATEGORY and SUBCATEGORIES covered

InvestigateIsolate Abstract Sort & Document

FORESTRY FUTURESGENERAL
TECH - ENVIRONMENTAL - GOVERNMENT - CULTURE - MASS - POLITICAL - DESIGN - SCIENCE
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• Define and polish example scan hit

• Prioritize

1. Forestry Domain Centric

2. Futures Oriented

3. General (High rating)

4. General (Low rating)

InvestigateIsolate Abstract Sort & Document
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CUSTOM SEARCH

• Load base URLs into CSE
• Define keywords
• Push interface to web presence



CSE OUTPUT
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IMPLICATIONS & DISCUSSION
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• Composite v. discrete rating

• Base URL centric

• Tagging analysis

• Very approachable, but fragile

• Indicative, not comprehensive

• Iterate for validation

• Contribution biases

• Three horizons

• Limitations of platform
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